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Indian corn; but the Summer drouths had been so
excessive that they lost hope of their harvest, unless
Heaven should afford them some favoring showers.
On our arrival, they besought us to obtain this favor
for them; and our prayers were granted that very
day, although previously there had been no appear-
ance of rain.

These grand forests, which, since the Creation of
the world, had not been felled by the hand of any
man, [9] received us as guests; while the ground
furnished to us, without digging, the stone and
cement we needed for fortifying ourselves against
our enemies.24 In consequence, thank God, we found
ourselves very well protected, having built a small
fort according to military rules, which, therefore,
could be easily defended, and would fear neither
the fire, the undermining, nor the escalade of the
Iroquois.

Moreover, we set to work to fortify the village of
the Hurons, which was adjacent to our place of
abode. We erected for them bastions, which de-
fended its approaches,— intending to put at their
disposal the strength, the arms, and the courage of
our Frenchmen. These would most willingly have
hazarded their lives in a defense so reasonable and
so Christian,—the village being truly Christian, and
the foundation of the Christian church that is
dispersed throughout these regions.


